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A 
DISCOURSE 


About the Charge of | 


NOVELTY 


Upon'the Reformed Church of 
England made by the Papiſts,e9c. 


He Chriſtian Doftrine was once, by the. way 

of truſt delivered by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 

unto the Saints, Men of Care and Honeſty, 

and who ſhould preſerve it in its firſt purity 
and Spiritual intention , only to preſcribe methods un- 
to Men by Faith, and an Honeſt Converſation, how 
they might arrive at Heaven; that this Religion might 
make a deeper impreſſion upon their minds and memories 
and be more faithfully kept, it was ſet down in plain 
and ſignificant Terms , 'and reduced into ſhort ſummaries , tiq, , 13, 
called a Form of found Words, that good thing, that Form 14. 
of Dofrine, a depoſitum, or truſt, and by the Church af- 99-8 17- 
rerwards a Creed. That it might be believed and valu- 
ed, it was in its own Nature of the greateſt impor- 
tance,confirmed with variety of the beſt of Arguments, 
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(3] 
Canonized, Saints with their Pictures and Reliques were 
"made Rivals to Chriſt in Mediation and Interceſlion, 
. Gods Works were ſpoiled by Merit and Arrogance, or 
done by way of compoſition for vices, the fear cf Hell 
was abated by the invention of Purgatory , Chriſt was 
fetch from Glory by the: Magick of a Prieſt and put 
in:o a Wafer, or into a more fordid place, riddles and 
quirks of their Schools were made Articles of Faith; 
in ſhort,old truths were rooted up,or new errors grafted 
on them, Power and Profit were Stiled the Ciurch ; 
the Court of Rome was brought into the Temple and 


_ called the Holy of Holies. Such errours as theſe in 


the Chriſtian Faith came from Rome , and infeQed our 
Ancient Britiſh Church (not at firſt planted by the 
Labours of the Romiſh Biſhops of old , but Corrupted, 
by their later Emiſlaries) and laſted a long time among; 


us, being ſupported by Power, twiſted with Iatereit, 


ſutable to the pleatures and vices of Men , incorporated. 
P P 


| into the Government having put out Mens reaſon. to 


try and diſcern between Truth and Error, and at length 


| became Faſhionable, Legal, Terrible with. Fires and Cen- 


ſures which made us Sick. unto. Death., abſolute al- 
molt and beyond recovery. Such was our.concition here 
of Slavery and Ignorance, but it- pleafed him that dwells 
between the Golden. Candleſticks , - to diſpel'our Dark- 
neſs and reſtore. the Ancient light of Primitive Chriſti- 
anity. His Wiſdom. and: Goodneſs.improving the paſ-. 
ſions and: inclinations. of ſome in. temporat changes 
and concerns-to SpirituaF purpoſes, encouraging the 
ſecret:groans and deſires. of others, putting many more 
upon ſearch. and enquiry after Truth , and infuſing, 
courage for it , at length came to- a reſolution of Argu- * 
ing and Debating the Errors of the Romiſh Faith. and: 
manners, of reforming the abuſes-in Diſcipline and De-. 
votion and to call back "True Chriſtianity again-, and: 
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from whence we are faln, to repent of our Herefie, and: 
return to our firſt Love ,. and not ſtick fo cloſe to our 
Religion, the new invention of ſoill a Man. . That we 
may therefore keep thoſe firm that are members of our 
Religion, and bring thoſe back that haverevolted from us. 
into the Rom;ſbCommunion,we have endeavour'd to give 
a fatisfaltory Anſwer to this their Queſtion, Where was 
your Religion before the times of ZutherNot to trouble. 
our ſelves with. ſuch Legends as theſe , and Uancharita: 
bleneſs along with them, the Anſwer is thus. 


r. Telling them plainly where our-Religion was be. 
fore Lathers time. 

2. By ſhewing what Errors and Miſtakes are inclu-. 
ded in the Queſtion. y 

3. To turn the Queſtion .upon themſelves, and. ask. 
them ſonie others of the like nature. 

7. The plain Anſwer to the Queſtion is this: That-. 
our Religion was long before the times of Luther, and: 
believed and ſetled in many Kingdoms and Nations of. 
the World, and hath neither Novelty nor Singularity: 
in it. *Tis an old-Religion, I am ſure *tis of Age and 
can ſpealx for it ſel It hath laſted now theſe x 600:.. 
years and more,founded at firſt by Chriſt & his Apoſtles, 
handed down to us through many Suflerings and Per- 
fecutions , and here it is preſerved. Tt contracted in«. 
deed in - the coming down a great deal of ruſt by the- 
Falſeneſs and Careleineſs of its keepers , particularly by. 
the Church of Rowe, we ſcowr'd.off the ruſt, and kept 
the mettal; that's the Romiſh Religion, this is the Fyg- 
liſh, They added Falſe Do&trines to the Chniſtian Faith, . 
weleft the one and kept to theother; this is Anciest, 
thoſe are New. OurReligion is the ſame with that of, 
the Early Chriſtians, Martyrs,-and Conſeſfors , believed: 
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ture, Offices, the Deſign and whole Undertakings of 
Chriſt, that the truly Ancient Church had ; She re- 
ceives the Creed and Bible, and any Traditions that can 
be made out to be truly Divine, in the ſame meaning and 


underſtanding that Chriſt and his Apoſtles gave to the 


firſt Chriſtians, and they to us. What their thoughts 


' of Saints and holy Souls departed were,ours are, thoughts 


of reſpe&t, remembrance and imitation, not divine Wor- 
ſhip. Chriſt inſtituted proper Figures, and Symbols of 
Bread and Wine,to repreſent and confirm,to conveigh and 
commemorate his bloudy Paſſion and Benefits to Man- 
kind ; in this ſence She preſerves the Inſtitution facred, 
and doth not really Sacrifice or Crucifie the Lord ' of 
Life again. Chriſt commanded good works under the 
penalty of eternal Damnation, She doth the famg, and 
in our Maſters language bids the doers of them call 
themſelves unprofitable Servants , beating down Pride 
and Merit. Chriſt and his Apoſtles told the World 
what departing Souls muſt expect ; Her ſenſe is the 
ſame, that there are no ſecond Ventures and Trials to 
be made, neither can a kind Friend with a good Eſtate, 
left for Maſſes or Monks, compound for a Life ill ſpent. 
Run through the whole Conſtitution of our Church in 
Articles of Faith, and Rules of Manners, you may trace 
them to Chriſt and his Apoſtles time, and all other 
parts of her Government and Order are truly Primi- 
tive. And it muſt needs be fo, if She ſincerely follows 
her rule of Faith, the holy Scriptures, ſo Ancient, fo Di- 
vine, and whatever is declared there eſſential to Salva- 
tion She brings into her Creed, and reſolves to keep it, 
like a mighty Treaſure, faithfully unto death. .- And in- 
deed the Church of Rome confeſſes, that what we do re- 
tain 15 ancient and Apoſtolical ; but pretends that we are 
defeive in many things,and want ſome neceffaries which 
they have,to make an entire Faith. But we challenge them 
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and Þ1s Apoſtles » muſt needs conclude that OVr Relig|- 
on is Ancient Chriſtianity » and that the charge of No- 
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niſts call this a New Religion or rather an old one well 
amended and improved by Divine Authority. Be/ar- 
min doth allow this for Truth, and faith that Chriſti- 
anity was rather a new State and Condition than a new 
Church, and he that can call our Religion New, becauſe 
'tis mended, and made now, what it was about 1500 
years ago, may affirm that Chriſt built a new Temple 
when he Whipt the buyers and ſellers out of the old. 
And that Hezekiah built a New Sanctuary , and Inſtt- 2Chron.30. 5. 
tuted a New Paflover , becauſe he cleansd the one and 
reſtor'd the other to its firſt Inſtitution ; our Reformati- 
on did no more, it only ſcaF'd off the Leproſie that 
ſtuck to the Body of the Romiſh Church, it only par'd 
oft thoſe Additions that Intereſt or Superſtition, Nice- 
neſs or Foppery, had glew'd to it ; what after remain'd, 
was our Religion , the ſame that Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
taught the world at firſt. And it they can ſhew that 
any. thing hath been added ſince, pernicious to the Na- 
; ture of the True and Old Religion , our Church is rea- 
3 dy to remove it , or that any thing is wanting that is 
3 neceſſary to its complement and perteftion, ſhe is ready 
1 to entertain it' with the ſame ſpirit of meekneſs and 
Wiſdom, and Regard to the Goſpel, that ſhe uſed in the 
Reformation; but hitherto upon good grounds and ſtri&t 
inquiry She is fully fatisfied that Her Religion is abſolute 
and compleat Chriſtianity. 

3- We have many and impartial Judges onour ſide, 
2 that ourReligion is Pure and Old Chriſtianity. The 

} Particular Church of Rome indeed, that ſupports her ſelf 

F | by a pretended Infallibility, tobe true to her Principle, 
d + refuſes to be tryed by any other Church but will be 
{ : only Judge of her ſelf, and others too; yet we that 
10 3 arecertain and fure of the Truth of our Religion,though 
2 not Infallible, dare Appeal to the Judgment of other 
na- * Ciriftian Churches. The Greek Church condemns their 
: * B 2 | half 
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( 11 ] 
foly'd to ſtick to his Philoſophical rather than be of ſuch 
a Chriſtian Religion. The Roman Images, and the 
Worſhip of them, have laid a Stumbling block before 
the Jews, who therefore approved our Sentence and con- 
demnation of them ; having therefore ſuch a number 
of good Teſtimonies and Judgements on our ſide, we 
riſe up and reverence the grey Hairs of our Religion, 
which Rome once cloth'd in a wanton and phantaſtick 
dreſs, and made it ridiculous; which becauſe we have 
pulPd off, and put on its ancient habit, and made it look 
manly with the Image of God and Chriſt upon it, they 
call us Innovators. Many of their own Writers have 
ſpoke in favour of the Eng/iſh Church,and many of their 
diſtintions in a fair ſence have concluded for her Do- 
Etrine, and ſhewn their diflike of many opinions of their 
own Church. | | 
4. That our Religion. was long before Lather will 
appear from the oppoſitions that were made to the Pa- 
pal corruptions , which did not enjoy ſo quiet a life, 
but were frequently diſturb'd, and cy? out againſt, not 
onely by other Churches, but by many honeſt and con- 
ſidering men in their own Communion. Mea they 
were, not of Intereſt and Diſcontent, Peeviſhneis, and. 
given to change , of little Learning and leſs conſcience, 
and note in the world, but mn eminent in their Ge- 
neration, men of Probity and Studies, of Temper and 
conſideration ; men that ſtood not alone, but had great 
numbers of Diſciples, a viſible Society of Chriſtians, 
who followed their Judgements. . Some of theſe ſadly 
bewailed the degenerate ſtate of the Roman Church ;- 0+. 
thers petitioned for, and adviſed not onely the correQi= 
on of the abuſes of good. DoEtrines and innocent Inſti- 
tutions, but the Reformation of groſs Errours and ſcan». 
datous Additions to. the Chriſtian Faith, aad. others. in 
great: 


(#nJ -. 


-great Authority promiſed an amendment, and to reduce 
he whole frame of Chriſtianity to its Primitive ſenſe 
and Model. And the famous Council of Trent was 
promiſt and begun to re&tifie Errors ard Abuſes crept 
- into the Romiſb Faith and Government, yet after a long 
Sitting it farally concluded,confirming thoſe corruptions 
which was hop'd after ſo many complaints and addreſſes 
with ſtrong reaſons for them, (hould have been through- 
ly redreſt and reform'd. The Original of their barba- 
rous Inquiſition will be a Randing record of the frequent 
and ſtout oppoſitions that were made againſt the Ro- 
miſh Innovation in the Chriſtian Faith. And fo long 
as the Blood of the numerous Albigenſes and Walden- 
ſes crys to Heaven for Vengeance againſt the Papal 
cruelty , we have 8 cloud of Witneſſes for this Truth, 
who reſiſted unto Death the new Do&rines of Rome. 
The carriage of old Wicliff and his Followers , tells us 
plainly in flory , that the corruptions of Rome had no 
ſuch quiet poſſeſſion but ever and anon ſome or other 
in conſiderable numbers did endeavour to eject them 
out of their hold, though they paid dear for it. And 
ſo long as the Treachery of their Council of Conſtance 
about the ſafe condu@ granted to poor Huſs, and his Di- 
ciples in number above forty thouſand, remains upon 
record never to be forgotten or forgiven , ſo long we 
have clear evidences of firong reſiſtance made to the 
Romiſh Religion betore the times of Luther. Andin 
oft Countries and times, Where and when the Romiſh 
corruptions began from ſmall and obſcure beginnings to. 
be groſs and plain , ſome or other 1n _ or leſſer 
numbers began to Renounce and Prote againſt them. 
What though ſome of theſe carly Reformers might hold 
ſme erroneous Opinions whica WE Our ſelves condemn, 
yet however they oppoſed the Romiſh Church in her 
corruptions and thele :ended to a Reformation , which 


was 
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was compleated onely by degrees, and 'tis no- wonder 
ſome Stumbled in ſuch a night of Ignorance. And have 
not the Agents of Rome deſtroy'd the Papers and Re- 
cords, diſguiz'd their Adverſaries, and falfify'd their 
Opinions to ſerve the Power and Intereſt of their great 
Miſtriſs> They therefore branded the Waldeyſes with 
the name of Manichaiſm and that they aftirm'd two 
Principles or Originals of all things, becauſe they aſſert- 
ed that the Emperour was Independent of the Pope, 
and that they deny'd Chriſt to be the Son of God, be- 
cauſe they could not believe a cruſt of Bread to be Chriſt. 
And they have fram'd as lewd ſtories againſt many ex- 
cellent Men of the later Ages who withſtood the ap- 


. proches of their DoQrine and Government, which we 


certainly know, and the more Ingenuous among them 
confeſs, to be notoriouſly falle. Though we” have rea- 
ſon to believe (becauſe of the ſeverity and induſtry of 
the Romiſh Faftors ever warm againſt thoſe who oppos'd 
her PraCtiſes) a great number of Honeſt and Learned Men. 
(as thoſe Ages would afford) are buried in obſcurity and 
their names unknown, there being an Expurgatorian 
Index for the merits of ſuch Men as well as Books and 
Editions, yet we have a ſufficient Catalogue: of them 
who kept up the Title and claim of old Chriſtianity 
and would not ſuffer their new Errors to plead preſcrip-- 
tion. 

2. By ſhewing what Errours and Miſtakes are inclu-- 
ded inthe Queſtion. 


1. That theſe new Errors of Rowe are abſolutely 
neceſary to the being of a Chriſtian Church: For though. 
we believe all that Chriſt and hisApoſtles taught.all things. 
that are contain'd in the Holy Scriptures, all things. 
that undoubted Tradition., or good Reaſon proves to 
derive themſelves from both or cither, yet becauſe we-- 


do: 
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do not Aſent and Subſcribe to the new. Articles of 


Faith that Rowe hath invented for us, we ceaſe to be a 
Chriſtian Church, are markt for Hereticks, which are 
worle than Pagans with them , and muſt be certainly 
damn'd. Nay, ſhould we embrace all the other Do- 
Qtrines, of Rome, and deny only the Popes Authority and 
Supremacy, (that Epitome of their Chriſtianity) it would 
avail us little, we are Heathens ſtill. Should we reject 
but one Article of Pope Pzus's Creed, ſuppoſe the Do- 
Arine of Purgatory or Merit, yet becauſe this queſti- 
ons Infallibility , the centre of all their Religion , we 
are in the ſtate of Damnation ſtill : Should we receive 
their Dofrines as probable and in a larger and more fa- 
vourable meaning, yet becapſe we do not entertain.them 
as Articles of Faith in the ſenſe of the Church, our 
caſe is not mended, we ſhall meet with Fires here and 
hereafter for our reward. Should we wink and ſwal- 
low them all down with a good Catholick ſtomach, yet 
if the Biſhop of Rome ſhould give out a new Edition of 
Faith, enlarged with many more monſtrous Do@rines 
and Opinions, yet if we boggle and keck at them, all 
our former Righteouſneſs ſhall not be remembred, we 
are Apoſtates worſe than Tarks and Infidels ; and who 
can tell what this Infallible and powerful Guide of 
Chriſtendom. will do > For when things obſcure , or 
of an indifferent Nature ; when things wherein they 
differ among themſelves, and onely ſerve a temporal 
Iatereft, when Opinions which they can diſpenfe with- 
al upon occaſion, when onely the modes and manner of 
Truth, when Contradiftories, and Do@rines direQtly 
leading unto impiety, and things Barbarous and Blaſ- 
phemous have been chriſtened Articles of Faith and 
Fundamentals of Religion, have we not juſt reaſon to 
ſuſpe&t as ill or worſe may be done again 2 And 
the intrigues of Trent may be acted once more, and as 
many 
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many new Articles of Faith as Titular Biſhops, by the 

fame Spirit moving in the ſame manner; were not the 

firſt and early Chriſtians ſound Members of Chriſts Bo- 

dy though they never thought of ſuch wild Opinions 

as theſe, and publiſht truths direQly contrary to them 2 

And could I ſuppoſe them to have known theſe Inno- 

vations, out of Zeal and Fidelity to their truſt, would 

have deteſted and abhor'd them. Was Chriſt negligent 

in the diſcharge of his mighty Office, and his Apoſtles 

defeCtive in their Duties and Miniſtry, not to acquaint 

the firſt Chriſtians with theſe great truths,and were they 

reveal'd in the 7ridentine Council onely to us upon 

whom the ends of the world are come. Theſe Primitive 

Diſciples of Chriſt thought themſelves ſecure of Feaven 
by this ſhort Creed, that Feſus was the Chriff the Son of 

God. And the contrary was the charaQter of the Man 

of Sin, that denied that Feſus was come in the Fleſh, that he 

was the God incarnate and the true Meſtah, and were 

ſcandalized at his meanneſs and obſcurity. St. Paul told 
the Faylor, that certainly he would be ſaved if he belie- 

ved that Feſus was the ChriFf?, all other Fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity one way or other being neceſſarily included 
in that belief: And thought that he made fincere and 
ſound Diſciples, if they believed what he preach'd, oxely 
Feſus and the Reſurretion, in their full compaſs and lati- 
tude. Though we believe all this in a more expreſs 
and explicite ſence, all that is contain'd in Scripture, in 
the Apoſtles Creed, or the two other Creeds drawn up 
by the Church to explain the Chriſtian Religion in ſome 
Articles, and to oppoſe the Dodrines of Hereticks, yet. 
the firſt Chriſtians ſhall be ſaved and we ſhall be dam- 
ned ; they ſhall be the Ele& and the Church of God, 
we muſt be Reprobates and the Synagogue of Satan. Or 
{et Rome ſhew her wonted Charity, and ſay ſhe doubts. 
alſo of their Salvation. Or did Chriſt connive at rhat 
ED he fd time 
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_ time of Ignorance, or had he as a Lawgiver forgot to de- 


chare ſome part of the Will and Pleaſure of God, and up- 
on better remembrance after ſo many hundred years, ſug- 
geſted it to his careful Vicar? Or did Chriſt, knowing 
their Nature and Circumſtances of it , that they could 
not bear them at that time, therefore delay the diſco- 
very ſo long? Or did theſe new Articles lie hid fo long 
conceal'd by his Apoſtles, or buried by ſome lewd He- 
reticks'in the rubbiſh of thoſe Churches they pull'd 


down, but afterwards found, (as they ſay the Croſs was) 


and now reſtored to light 2 Or are theſe new Articles 
ſome way or other contained in the ancient Creeds which 
we believe , and by eaſie and natural conſequences de- 
duc'd from them, Some ſuch fine reaſons as theſe muſt 
be pretended , otherwife we can ſafely conclude that 
our Church 1s truly ancient and Apoſtolical, though 
ſhe diſowns. the late inventions of the Romz/h Biſhop 
and is known to be the Spouſe of Chriſt by her firſt 
features and complexion, though ſhe hath caſt off the 


- new /talian dreſs. For, was the Chriſtian Church the 


Houſe of God , irregular in its building, wanting of 
Beams and Pillars, the Eſſentials of Religion, till Romes 
curious and careful Builder caſt it into a new Model and 

compleated tt ? | 
2. This Queſtion ſuppoſeth that the Chriſtian Church: 
ought always to be viſible, which is not ſo ſtrictly true. 
For Viſible or Inviſible make not two Churches, but dif- 
ferent States, Conditions or Reſpects of one and the ſame. 
"Twas deſigned by Chriſt, that all that are Baptiz'd in-- 
to the Communion of his Faith, and Church, ſhould 
make an Outward and Viſible Profeſſion of it, by their 
Religious Aflembliesand Worſhip, by their Sacraments, 
Diſcipline, and Government , whereby being United. 
among themſefves , and to Chriſt their Head , they 
Mould conſtitute one Body call'd the Catholick-church, 
in 


YO NS 3M 


1m whoſe Communion they muſt live and dye. But 
ſoit-came to paſs, that the number of Chriſtian People 
ſo profeſſing and owning the Faith of Jeſus, was leſſer 
or greater, more conſpicuous or obſcure, as Perſecuti- 
ons or Hereſfies grew and prevailed among them, which 
like raging Plagues waſted whole Countries, deſtroy- 
ing ſome, perverting others, and making many fly into 
remoter Kingdoms, and onely ſome ſcattered and foli- 
tary Chriſtians living in Caves and Wilderneſles re- 
mained behind, or onely the face of a diſtreſſed Chriſti- 
an Church, as it hapned to the Seven Afranand the Afri 
can Churches, which now labour under a Mahometan 
Pride and Superſtition : But as it loſt in one Country 
it gained in another, the Fewiſh Perſecution and others 
driving ſeveral Colonies of Chriſtians into rematerCoun- 
tries, where they ſpread and enlarged their Religion, 
and many times the diſtreſs or triumph of the Church 
follow'd the changes and revolutions in the Civil State, 
ſuffering or flouriſhing with it. And often the abuſe 
of Religion, Proſtituting of it to Hypocriſie and ſecu- 
larends, the wicked lives of its Diſciples, or want of 
Courage or Reſolution in its defence, hath tempted 
Providence to permit peſtilent Hereſies (worſe than that 
in theſe Northern parts ) to prevail , and Paganiſm to 
return again. But ſtill the promiſe of Chriſt to 'his 
Church was firm, and the Gates of Hell did not prevail 
againft her. And though ſhe was forc'd ſometimes to 
travel from Country to Country, and lookt ſmall and 
obſcure in the number of her Followers, yet ſtill ſome 
or other parts and corners of the world , and true 
and zealous Chriſtians in them made up the little flock, 
and ſhall never fail while the world endures. Popery 
like the Egyptian darkneſs had overſpread this and 0- 
ther Nations, yet here and there was as /ſraelite that 
had light in his as 308 a counter-charm _ 
2 tne 
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. Luke 18 8. 
Micha. 7. 2, 


PlalL 12, I. 


the Enchantments of Fgypr, the Goſpel, that at length - 
did prevail againft corruptions, and made its Followers 
viſible and numerous. They ask us, Where was our 
Religion before Luther > As though it was not,becauſe 
it did not viſibly appear ; or no where in the World, 
becauſe not here in England, or in other parts where 
Popery did domineer, and the Romiſh Fattion was all and 
whole Chriſtianity in the World, the Catholick Church, 
which implies contradiQion and abſurdity. Chriſtiani- 


+ ty here indeed was obſcur'd, and like the Sun under the 


Cloud ; but ſtill the. Sun was the fame, and at length 
conquer'd the Miſts: *tisa fine Queſtion to ask, Where 

was the Sun before Noon day 2 We will ſuppoſe her Fol- 
lowers to be few, yet Chriſt is true, though others are 

Lyars ; for he never promiſed that the Members of the 

true Catholick Church ſhould be always famous for 

their numbers, or that multitudes ſhould always follow 

Truth, nor ever dire&ed men to follow the Multitude 
in ſearch of Truth, which is found otherways, not by 
Votes and Polling for her. Did not our: Saviour ask 
the queſtion, when he ſhould come again , whether at 
the DeſtruQion of Ferſalem, or at the Judgement day, 
whereof the other was a Type and Prefiguration, whether he 
ſhould find Faith on Earth or no : Did not the Prophet 
ſadly complain in the Reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and He». 
zekiah, Kings of Judah, that the good man is periſhed out 
of the Land, and there is none righteous among men ; the 

could not then reckon up of the Tribe off Judah Twelve 
thouſand, and yet there was true Faith, and a Church of 
God, though /:ittle and obſcure. Doth not King David cry 


out, Help Lord, for the godly man ceaſeth, for the faith- 


ful fail from among the children of men., corruption in 
Faith and Manners uſually going together. And E/;- 


1King,19.10. Jah tells a ſad ſtory of the Children of Irael , that they 


had broken their Covenant and deſtroy d the Altars and the 
Prophets, 
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_ Prophets, and he only was left alive, that they ſought his 


life alſo, God tells him that yet = all that he had ſeven ver. 18. 


thouſand knees that had not bowed to Baal ; ſtill there was a 
ſmall Church not infe&ed with Idolatry,though obſcure 
and unknown to Ekjab. Have not ſome of the Romifh 
Writers told us, that at Chriſts Paſſion the Church was 
onely left in. the Virgin Mary, all then forfaking Chriſt 
but the holy Mother. The Shepherd was ſmitten and 
the- Sheep difperſt. And they further confeſs , that 
in the times of Antichriſt there ſhall be neither Pope; 
Monk, nor Maſs, ( if this be all, that Monſter is not fo 
terrible as he is Painted:) and their Annaliſts complain 


of ſuch ſad things as theſe 7» the tenth Century. And _ I2. 6, 
certainly they have read FA the Woman in the Wilderneſs, i Cor. , 12. 
0 


aud the Witneſſes ſlain,and of Hay and Stubble covering the: 
Foundation, which deſcribe the deplorable condition of 
the Chriſtian Church, and Fopperies, Niceties, and In- 
ventions off men obſcuring. the Eſſentials of the Chriſti-- 
an Faith. Should a Revolt happen ( which God di-- 
vert ) from the Reformed Church of Ezg/and to Roma- 
iſm again, might not others ask them the ſame Queſti-- 
on, Where was your Religion before Eighty: three,. or 
Eighty four, before ſuch a time? Would they not an-- 
ſwerat Rome-andin England-alſo, onely kept under and 
obſcur'd by Hereticks and Tyrannical Princes. Ours was 
alſo here lockt upin Bibles, own'd by ſome numbers, de- 
fir'd by more, onely frighted from-a viſible profeſſion 
of it, by the Torments that-did attend it. And Chri- 
ſtianity though nor ſo viſible , yet was purer when it, 
and its profeſſors dwelt in-Rocks and Mountains and 
Dens, places of privacy and obſcurity, in the Reigns of 
Nero and. Dzoclefian, than when -ſome Kings were its 
Nurſing Fathers, and Queens: its Nurſing Mothers, 
and took poſſeſſion of the Seven Hills. And there 
was a true Church of God though overlay'd and groan- 


10g. 


P- 59. 
Ox. Edit. 
aſpice totum 


/ 


ing under Arrianiſm as befpre Perſecution , and in Cy- 


© *Cypr. Epiſt, prians time, as ours once under the Popiſh Yoke. And 


the truth of Chriſtianity , like the truth and. eſſence 
of other things, depends not upon ſplendid entertain- 


orbem pene v4- rent or judgment of others, nor the Church upon the 


ſtatum, &c. 


Mart. 156. 18. 
Joh. 16. 13. 
Mart. 28. 20, 


Viſible number of its Members, but it may be a true 
Church whether viſible or hid, which this Queſtion de- 
nies. 

3. This Queſtion ſuppoſeth that the Roman Church 
cannot err, but that it remained pure and vndefiled, as 
it came from the hands of Chriſt, through the many 
Centuries of years, till it came to the times of Luther, 
and from thence ſhall fo continue till the Worlds end, 
and therefore we made a falſe charge againſt them of 
corruptions in their Religion, to excuſe our Innovation. 
Burt we have reaſon to conclude She hath toully err'd 
from the Faith, and that more fatally and obſtinately, 
becauſe She pretends She cannot err. For upon what 
grounds doth She found Her Infallibility 2 Upon the 
Scriptures? They are onely ſo many dead Letters, till 
the breadth of the Church doth give them life,and they 
are then to,do thEChurch a good turn, and give her 
Infallibility, which is fuch a Circle , as makes mens 
Brains ſo giddy tyrning round in it, that they ſcarce 
know what the Scriptures, and what the Church do 
mean ; the places pf Scripture to prove Infallibility are 
ſuch, which havezonely reference to the Apoſtles them- ' 
ſelves, their Dodrines or Confeſſions of Faith, as Divine 
and Infallble, but not to their pretended Succeſſors. 
Or elſe they are reſtrained, not ſimply unto all truth, but 
onely unto all truth that is neceſſary to Salvation, in 
which the Pope or a Council cannot err , while they * 
follow the Spirit of Truth in the Scriptures, and not 
compel the Spirit and Scriptures to follow them. For 
they do not irreſiſtibly force the minds of Chriſtians into 

| truth : 
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truth : Or elſe relate onely to the Catholick Church, ye 1s: 5. 


and not to the particular Romay, or elſe are applicable 
to private Aſſemblies and their Worſhip of God, which 
no body but Quakers and Enthuſiaſts think to be 
Infallible. And all the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity and- 
undoubted Tradition never in the leaſt imagined ſuch 

an Infallibility as now the Church of Rome dreams of. 

They are at War among themſelves where this Infalli- 
bility is lodg'd, either in the Pope alone, or ina General 
Council alone, or in both together, the Pope ſitting in 

perſon there, or by his: Legates, or in the Council con-- 
firmed by the Pope; till they agree among themſelves 

and prove it better, we fay 'tisno where plac'd but in 
the Scriptures, and they do not prove any other per-. 
ſon or perſons upon Earth to be infallible in their de-- 
terminations. To ſay ſuch an infallible Judge of Con- 

troverſies to guide the Church, is abſolutely neceſfary, 

and therefore Divine Providence hath plac'd him ſome. 
where or other, and who but the Pope can be the man? 

1s onely to preſcribe methods unto God, and teach him 

how to govern his Church, and not be thankful for the- 
good old ways of Salvation and Peace ( Scriptures, an 

honeſt Judgement with divine aſſiſtance and humane 

means ) he hath chalkt out for us, but contrive ſome 

new orfes of their own. Such Infallibility muſt be of 
no uſe to the Church of God, for upon the Romiſh prin- 
Ciples, it cannot be known, for the Pope before he 

be Infallible muſt be Biſhop of Rome , but the Sa- 
crament of Order, according to the Council of Trent, 
receives its validity from the intention of the Prieſt, 

that when he ordained him Biſhop, he did what the 
Church intended, and who can tell upon theſe grounds, 

what this ſuppoſed Prieſt was, who gave this Or-. 
der, or dive into his thoughts and intentions, which 


their. Caſuiſts confeſs may ſometimes be very perverſe. 
But. 


Archbiſhop 
Land againſt 
Fiſher, 272. 


| ; 


= 


But if there be this Infallibility at Rome, why do not 
the Countries and Religious Orders in them ſtill under 
their Dominion receive the bleſſed Fruits of it, and 
ſill all the brawls and fquables among themſelves, if 
his Holineſs be at leiſure , and it be worth his while: 
And why ſhould not the Champions of Rome bend all 
their Power to prove this main point of Infallibility, 
when all other controverſies would fall under and ſubmit 
unto its Power,a compendious way to make the Chriſti- 
an world at Peace and Unity with its ſelf, But why need 
we labour to diſprove the Popes Infallibility,when'them- 
ſelves put their ſhoulders to it, and do the work for us, in 
diſputing among themſelves, whether the Pope being an 


/ Heretick may be depoſed, by which Queſtion they con- 


Fowlis Hiſt. 
Preface p. I. 


fels that he may fall into herefie, which is errour of the 
higheſt nature, carrying wilfulneſs and obſtinacy with 
it. Andaccordingly theſe Infallible men have been guil- 
ty of Hereſies, as Pope Honorius of Monothelitiſm, and 
Liberius of Arrianiſm and the like, and many of them 


liv'd moſt debauched lives, as fatal to Chriſtianity as 


Hereſfie, and Fallibility, and wherein Providence is high- 
ly concern'd. This Doftrine of Infallibility looks like a 
plain contrivanceof the Romiſhb Church,having ſome way 
or other ſlipt into theſe groſs errours from ſmall begin- 
nings, and finding them not defenſible by all the ſleights 
and arts of their cunning heads , are forc'd to quit their 
hold and betake themſelves to their common SanQuary 
of Infallibility, that let theſe things be what they will in 


- diſpute between us and them, they are ſure they are great 


Truths by vertue of Infallibility, whichis one of the Mj- 
racles of Rome, which can change the nature of things, 
which may be true in Exg/and, and the quite contrary 
at Rome, as Father Cottox and other Jeſuites affirm'd at 
Paris, For it's plain to all impartial judgements, that 
their DoQrine of Purgatory, Tranſubſtantiation, and the 

F* like, 
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like, are not to. be found in Scriptures, are utter un- 
known to the truly ancient Fathers and the eldeſt and 
pureſt times of Chriſtianity , and contrary to the rea- 
ſon of Mankind. They may as well tell us that the 


City of Rome was never ſackt and ſpoil'd becauſe ſome Uris eternz 


Flatterers humour'd her Pride and arrogance calling her 


the immortal City and impregnable Rock, as that theſe *Apoe. c. 15. 


groſs errours never. invaded and ruin'd theChriſtian Faith, 

becauſe of the fine name. of Infallibility, which they arro- 
cate to themſelves. .And may as well put out our eyes, 
and then bid us ſee if we can diſcover any errours in the 
Rowſh Church. And St. Peter's being at Rome proves no 
more.that he left Infallibility behind him, than conſecra- 
ted Clouts ſent fromRome that the Infant that wears them 
ſhall ever after bea firm defender of the Romiſhþ Faith. 

4. This Queſtion will ſerve any Hereſfies or errours 
that have got ſome Antiquity on their ſide againſt a 
Reformation. If it be true in this caſe, 'tis fo in all 
others, and then what a ſhelter have they provided for 
all Hereſies, if they chance to live long, to be ſafe and 
ſecure in, and eſcape correftion. And there are many er- 
rours contemporary with Chriſtianity it ſelf in its firſt 
plantation in the World, at leaſt followed it very cloſe 
at the heels, ſuch were the ancient Gnoſticks, the Car- 
pocratians-or Ebionites, the ſpawn of Magus and others, 
who can plead great Antiquity on their fide, and as 
properly ask any Reformer of their Hereſies, Where 
was his Religion before ſuch a time, as the inconſtant 
World began to favour his new Faith and Innovation. 
And ſo Errours once ſuperinduc'd upon the Truth, will 
become by age Truth it ſelf,and arc never to be mended 
for fear of this pert Queſtion, and charge of Innovati- 
on. And it's plain, that new and old are but uncer- 
tain CharaGers. to judge of Truth and. Falſhood by, 
there being ſometimes a new Truth that is lately dif- 

| f: | D cover'd 
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cover'd to be ſo, but really old, and an old errour kept 


_ upa long time' by force or art, and walking in the 


garb of Truth , but truly new, having come in after 
the Truth it vies with: Time like a River many times 


\ bringing down Straw and Traſh, and leaving weightier 


Ifat. 41. 2, 


Gen. 6. 11, 


Pfal. 79. 6. 


— 


Joſh, 24. 15+ 


a— 


things behind, which when they come to be retriev'd 
are call'd new Faſhions and Inventions. When A&rabars 
reſtored the true Worſhip of God, and ſtript it of Ido. 
htry and Superſtition , the Chaldean Prieſts , whoſe 
Power and Intereſt was ſhaken by it , were very bruk 
and ready to charge this Pious and mighty man from 
the Eaft with Novelty and Singularity in his Religion, 
the falſe ſervice of God in-theſe Countries being then 


' ancient and almoſt univerſal, though the Patriarchs 


Religion did derive it ſelf from a very ancient ſtock, that 
of Adams in Paradiſe, kept up by an Enoch and a Noah 
in fing/e Families, when a/l Fleſh had corrupted their ways, 
and now deliver'd unto 4braham, and now all the ſtick- 
lers for a falſe Religion began to upbraid the Sons gnd 
Followers of Abraham's Faith with Novelty , and ask 
them, where was your Religion before the times of A- 
braham, who ſet up his but yeſterday, and ſcorns and 


| uncharitably damns all his Forefathers, who of old 


liv'd beyond the River in our Religion. The fame 
Objettion might have been caſt in the teeth of Moſes, 
when he was ſetling a Religion deliver'd to him by God, 
in oppoſition to the Idolatries and falſe Devotions of the 
World, and to ſerve his further deſigns of providence, 
that he affe&ted Novelty and Singularity ; that all the 
world ſtood againſt him in this, and one of his Diſ- 
ciples $nanelhr - was Inhumane and uncharitable in pray- 
ing God to pour out his TIndignation upon the Heathen 
who had' not known his Laws. And his Succeſſor Joſhua 
might have met with the ſame fare , when -he bids 
his people chuſe whom they will ſerve, either-the 

! Gods 


"SO FORE} by 6 ent Ad - 6 A COR"? Pn 
EN S445. WE» SE WI OE RET - RISIEST ow, Kit, on Ga rate A poet, tr This a ras - 
Pe : / i T4 DD 2 3 : a ? -; j 2 ' 4 
» 4 06 10S; py, % < tag, 9k »Y hy 
"4 s + 


+ FRIAARG ; EE " 
Foge Clad 2 ext WS TX 
s 8 (a2, 4 x 


” my WP" TONE Ss | kde te at. ot” 4 vi, a. Se a te Re It Fania ae Co IE &3& 35 ELEVEN «” bi 5 q 
DP PU Eero F7 vt Pe Se - bong or. oO EE ET te 6, oe 2 LEE Wh nd eo ne MET 4.4 es Al ds 3 St es. 2 F- $E 
- Lubes ih hed Sond We : q Tx F . rt A" 2% AGES. Bo Os, 72 as Re. 4H EE " SS FEY, a0 Wie , SE % - - 
Me AS Eat LE : * 7 ”w 54% FS» ſoon La .' Ps f FE 44 % L. w i 
, ” -. hy bd £ " . 2 " 
4 . ” ? . * ; 
n ” . 4 
4 \ , 
s : # , 
” ” 
— , 
* 
& 
- , 
BT 
L's 
H 
% 


Gods beyond the Floud , and in Egypt ,. of the Gods 
of the Amorites, Old and great. Nations, who might 
have had this ObjeQtion. in its full ſtrength on their 
ſide, or the God of Abraham, and ſtoutly tells them, 
Let that plauſible Argument weigh with them what it 
will, asfor my ſelf and his Family they would. ſerve 
the Lord. And as this Religion might- degenerate in 
deſcending Ages , ſo any Reſtorer of it might be ſet 
upon by the fame frivolous Objection , and 1o it hap- 
ned to our Meſias ( and his fore-runner who was ito 
reſtoreall things) who when he began to reform the 
falſe gloſſes, and corrupt ſenſes, which the Scribes and 
Phariſees had put upon the Law of Moſes, and cry down 
their Traditions which made the Commands of God 
of none effe& , was lookt upon as an Enemy to Moſes, 
a Blaſphemer of the Law , a Prophaner of the Temple, 
and a Changer of all their Religion, whoſe Deſign was 
onely to fill up their Law, and reftore it to its Natural 
Beauty and PerfeCtion, and before Abraham was, 7 am, not 
only in his Divine Nature, and deſignation to his Office, 


but in his Religion alſo , which now he was going to ye. 9. 10. 


teach the Few and Gentile too, And now'the times of 
a general Reformation being come, and the Apoſtles were 
Preaching this excellent Religion unto all the World, 


Few and Gentile conſpire together in the ſame Language, Ads 24. 14. 
and call them ſerters forth of ſtrange Gods and new Here- $5 28. 22: 


fries, Fleads and Contrivers of new Sefts, and Ways, and 
are whipt for Vagrants and Impoſtors, who would cheat 
the World out ot their old paternal Religions, that were 
entail'd upon them, teach them to ſpeak ill of the Gods 
of their Fathers, and Predeceſlors, and to think they 
all dyed in a falſe Religion , and to embrace. a new- 
fangled Faith of a few illiterate and rambling fellows 
who had twrn'd the World upfhde down. And had this 
Argument prevail'd then, as much as the Romaniffs do 

Fn D 2 deſire, 
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defire it ſhould now, we ſhould have had no Chriſtianity 
among us, the Ido!-Gods of our Anceſtors in this Iſland, 
their Woodens and Twiſters would bave preſcribed a- 
gainſt Chriſt himſelf. 

3- To turn the Queſtion upon them, and ask them 
fome othersof the like nature. Men that are inſolent, 
and ever boaſting of the Antiquity of their Family, 
and upbraiding others with their obſcure Birth and 
ExtraQion, do many times meet with ſome croſs Que- 
ſtions about the Head and Fountain of their Families, 
which many times proves onely to be a Shepherd , or 
meaner Original, made glorious with arrogant Titles 
and borrow'd Names, Search into the Pedigree of 
Romes Religion, we do not find Chriſt, or St. Pezer, or 
any of his Apoſtles to be the Authors of it ; but Pride, 
Intereſt, and Deſign, old' Vices indeed, but new Fa- 
thers of a Chriſtian Church, which brought in a late 
and new generation of Opinions, and additions to Chriſts 
Religion, clothing them with the venerable Names of 
Primitive and Apoſtolical. "Where was the Romiſh Reli- 
gion before the Coxncil of Trent concluded onely about 
the year 1563. of a later date than when Lather firft 
began , which legitimated all their Innovations, the 
Iflue of Scholaſtick Wranglings , pretended Dreams, 
and- Viſions , forc'd and unnatural. Sences of Scrip. 
* ture, Ambition and Profit, the Exchequer of Rome , to 
be made Sons of the Church and Fundamentals of the 
Chriſtian Faith. Many of their own Writers confeſs, 
that for 1400 or 1500 years the Pope was not be- 
liev'd to be Infallible, tilf of late ſome of their flaming 
Zealots have inveſted him with Infallibility, whereby 
the Roman Church is [ick unto death , and no cure is 
to be apply'd , becauſe ſhe is ſo certain. and ſure that 
the is well. Their lewd DoQtrine of Tranſubſtantiati- 
en, was not made an Article of Faith, till the Conncil of 

5th Late- 
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Lateran under Tunocent the Third , above 1200 years 
after Chriſt, and many of their own Writers are ſtill 
diſſatisfied about it. The Title of @niverſa/ Biſhop 
was obtained by Pope Boniface the Third, not till about 
600 years after Chriſt, fearing a powerful Rival the 
Conſtantinopolitan Biſhop, who affected the ſame, and. 
therefore by the Popes themſelves was declaim'd againſt 
as proud and Antichriſtian, but now by Hypocriſie and . 
baſe compliance with the wicked Phocas, who was guil- 
ty of Treaſon and Murder againſt the Emperour Maw- 
ritius, Rome gained the delicious point, and has made it. 
a fundamental Article of. her new Religion, though the 
Popes came not up to their fwaggering temper and Pow- . 
er of He&toring, Chriſtian, Princes ſome hundreds. of 
years afterwards. The DoCtrine of Purgatory, which 
ſome derive from the Platonick Fancies of Origes , the 
Montaniſm of 7ertu/ax, pretended Viſions , and Pagan 
Stories, Rhetorical Flouriſhes, and doubtful Expreſſions 
of the later Fathers, yet it was not poſitively affirmed 
till about the year 1140, and not made an Article of | 
Faith till the Council of Trext, then indeed a good E- . 
{tate became a ſurer way to Heaven than a good. . Life 
and Converſation. The uſe of Indulgences was the.Mo- . 
ral tothe Fable of Purgatory, and began to grow much 
what about the fame time, though it came-not to the 
height and perfeCtion till Pope Leo the Tenths time, . 
when Luther (o ſtoutly oppoſed them, then Heaven was. 
{ct to ſale, and the beſt Chapman was the greateſt Saint, 
though they boaſt of the ſecond. Council of Nire tor the 
antiquity of their Image-worſhip. ( And if it will do 
them any good, fo they may of Son Magus, who was 
of anelder date, and x very fit Patron of ſuch an. Opi- 
nion) yet the Council of Fraxtfurt condemn'd it, and 
the pureſt times did not ſo much as allow the making of 
Images. And it wasnot the Catholick Doctrine in Thaw 

or 
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for almoſt goo years after Chriſt,nor in Germayy till after 
the 12th Century,then indeed ſuch a Doctrine might be 
very proper,when true Religion was turn'd into Pagean- 
try and a form of Godlineſs. The number of the 1even 
Sacraments is now an Article of the Rom? Faith, yet the 
Council of Florence ended in the year 1439, was the firſt 
Council, and Peter Lombard the firſt man that preciſely 
fixt that number. That the Laity ought to receive the 
Sacrament- of the Lords Supper onely in one kind was 
never made an Article of Faith till the Council of Cox- 
ſtance concluded in the year 1418, then indeed that 
Council with the greateſt inſolence, and adire& Invaſion 
of the Authority of Chriſt, took the Cup from the Lay- 
mens mouths, notwithſtanding (as 'twas then acknow- 
ledg'd) the Inſtitution of Chriſt to the contrary,and they 
may as well Chriſten the Laicks Children onely in the 
name of the Holy Ghoſt, leaving out the Father and the 
Son by the way of concomitancy, it being as Lawful to 
Baptize as Communicate by the halves : For what cannot 
ſuch a pretended Power do ? 

The prohibiting of Prieſts to Marry was not in- pers 
feCtion, as 'tis now, till Pope Gregory the Sevenths time. 
Let them tell us where 'tis ſaid by Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, 
or any of the truly Ancient Writers of the Chriſtian 
Church, that Pennance is a Sacrament , or that Auri- 
cular Opnfeſſion is neceſſary to Salvation,or that Prayers 
ought to be made in an unknown Tongue, or that good 
works are ſtrictly meritorious , or where can they find 
the many Impieties and abſurditics of their Maſs in thoſe 
early times of Antiquity. And fince they are fond of 
asking us this Queſtion,we might ask them many more, 
about the many Fopperies and Innovations in their Faith 
and-Devotion, and many they are, and large is the in- 

 ventory, almoſt as many as are the Chriſtian Truths in 
dire& oppoſition to them, or prevarication from them: 
But 
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But they ſeem to confeſs the newneſs of their Religion, 
when they arrogantly ſet up a Power in their Church, 
to frame new Articles of Faith, and many things, onely 
Opinions and Notions at firlt, have grown up by de- 
grees to Fundamental Truths, and having once ſlipt into 
errour, they are bound to maintain it , for the Reputa- 
tion and Authority of Holy Church. And who knows 
how many of this Nature are upon the Romiſh forge, 
ready to be put into their Creed, and where muſt we 
end ; not till it be believed, that conſecrated Feathers 

_ and Holy Water, can convey Divine Grace to us, 
and drive-away wicked Spirits , and the:Weathercocks 

. of our Churches be thought Pillars of it. Would the 
Champions of Rowe ſpeak out , they would tell us , as 

3 their Eckius did the Duke of Bavaria, That the Doctrine 

of Luther might be overthrown by the Fathers, though 

not by the Scriptures; *tisa plain coxfeſſaon that we have 

the truefF Antiquity on our ſide, and in the beginning it 

was not ſo. But we add, that we have the Fathers alſo 

0# our fide, for other wiſe what mean their Expurgatorian 

Indices of the Fathers, and other Ancient Writers , but 

that they very well know, that theſe are old Enemies 

to Pope Pius's new Creed, and the Truth in them con- 

founds their errour. Such an account asthis, aboutthe 

Original and Progreſs of their new Additions to the old 

Faith was convenicnt to be given, not becauſe tne Na- 

ture of the thing did neceſlarily require it, for it had 

been ſufficient onely to have prov'd, that theſe Romiſh 

Additions to the Chriſtian Faith, are-contrary to the 
Word of God, and no where to be found inany of the 

Divine Writings, the onely Infallible Rule of Faith, and 

that they have no power of minting new Articles Fun- 

damental to Salvation ; but becauſe the Diſciples of 

Rome 1o frequently ask us the Queſtion, and lay fo much z,y;-. 71m.z, 

ſtreſs upon it, if theſe are Innovations crept into their p. 285. 


Church, 
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 ©hurch, who was the firſt Author of them? when did 
he begin? in whoſe Reign and in what place did he 
live? who did oppoſe him? what company believ'd' on 
him? 'and what his new Opinions were as they inſtance 
in Arrianiſm and other Hereſies? And becauſe they fan- 
cy we cannot make all theſe particulars ſo abſolutely 
plain, therefore they ſay we have falſely charged the 
Romiſh Church with new Errours, and that their Faith is 
truly ancient and by an uninterrupted Succeſſion of In- 
fallible Biſhops hath been convey'd down from Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles in its full purity to this preſent Ape. 
To fatisfie their curioſity , the defenders of the Refor- 
mation have done this ; but ſuppoſe they could not have 
been ſo particular about the birth of theſe new Errours, 
or had made ſome miſtakes in the compaſs of time, yet 
however the charge of Innovation againſt the Romz/b 
Church ſtands firm and good upon theſe accounts. 

1. That Reformation carries not ſo much a reſpe& 

_ to the Errour , when it began, as to the Errour it ſelf, 
Not whether it be ſooner or later , but whether it be 
an errour contrary to the true Chriſtian Faith. It may 
ſerve ſome honeſt purpoſes to know the who, and the 
when, the where and the how, and other circumſtan- 
ces of its beginning, and procecding ; but the neceſſity 
of Reformation ſprings from the nature of the Errour, 
which came from the invention of men , and not the 
Authority of Chriſt. And matters not much, whether 
Simon Magus, who was contemporary with the Apoſtles, 
was the firſt Author of it, or Pope Hildebrand at fo 
great a diſtance. *Tis enough, that we are certain and 
ture, that the Popiſh DoQrines which -we condem, by 
comparing them with the Scriprures, are not Chriſts 
and his Apoſtles, have none of their Images or Superſcrip- 
_ tions upon them, who only had full Authority ro make 

" themcurrent, and true Articles of Faith. They have'in- 
| deed 
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deed Chriſtianity among them, 'but like Foſeph's Coat, fo dipt 
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hard to be known as the head of Nzile.' Can thenicelt Romaniff 
tell us what Rabbi ; and-in what place and age firſt ſuperinduc'd 
the | ſeveral falſe Glofſes and Senſes to. the... Law' of Moſes, yet 
our Saviour- ( though he knew ther well ) thought it ſufficient to 
tell them, that in the beginning it 4s vofiſo 3/ and bycomparing 
the Moſaick Religion, it plainly appears they were new additions 
to the good old way. And how-- many: Errours fprung -up in 
the times of Chriſtianity, of whoſe Original and other Circums- 
ſtances both the Romaniſts and our ſelves are yet uncertain.” And 
how many things of this nature more near-onr' own'times are 
we'puzled about, and the difficulty of knowing themariſeth prin- 
cipally from this 'twofold account. | es. EDS FERC 
# From the ſubtilty of the contrivers of Errours : Which 
many times are the cunning and the wiſe in 'their Generation, 
which the neceſfity of- their Cauſe requires 3 Truth' being ſtrong, 
and Errout naturally weak, and that-ſly deetiving Spirit lends'tt- 
his utmoſt aſſifiance to ſerve the — 'Sach men Ktiow how 
todiſguiſe new Falſhoods in the old habits -of Truth, to make 
them look ancient and venerable 3 they feel 'and/ know the tem- 
per of the age, and fit their Opinions to the/intereftand'pleaſure. 
of. it, They prepare their errours' to-be- teceived by degrees,” 
and one part muſt draw on the” other, '2nd''thewhole muſt be*in>" 
ſenſibly (wallowed down. So 'it hapned/ ini! the adoration ald” 
inyocation of Saints and n—_ and thewhole” Riicore: of the 
| Romifh 
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.Romiſh Religion, which by ſeveral fieps and in many ages ad» 


vanc'd to its mighty bulk. The cunning knew the conſequences 
of their own poſitions, how far they would reach, which the vul- 
ear eye diſcern'd not 3 they well forclaw how their Hey and 
Stubble, variety of Phraſes, and changes of Syllables , would at 
length fire the Foundation of Religion , yet being invented at 
firſt by the angelical NoGors and leaders of an age, for fame and 
reputation ſake,they & their followers firſi defended them for bare 
Truths, afterwaxds for Sacred and Fundamental ones ;and things 
at firſt only piouſly hclieved, ſogn after have been adopted into a 
Creed : and men of Raſhneſs and Superſtition only great in Place 
& office, have vented opinions'whoſe fatal conclaſions they at firſt, 
we hope, did not know,yet the Cunning many times have hatchet 
what they left, and improv'd it fatally to Religion 3 the great- 
neſs of the man, whether an Tznocent or an Hildebrand gave the 
errour its firſt reputation, and the cunning of others its ſirengthy 
and argument. Many of the great and knowing heads of :the 
World being corrupted unto the Roman ide, to defend thoſe er- 
rours which had got footing in the Church. But how can we un- 
lock the ſecret methods of Rome , or deſcribe the ways and poli-- 
cies by which the myſtery of Iniquity works? Yet we.arc ſure 
it's carri'd on, by the windings and turnings of the Serpent, and 
men that he employs upon delign to xuine truth.z for, when! the: 
Apoſile deſcribes the ſad Apoſtacies and defections from the Faith, 
they are ſaid to be wrought by men of Skill and Art, who lie in wait- 
#0 deceive. | 

2, From the Paſſions and Infirmitics of other men. Theſe give 
the falſe and buſic deceiver an ealic Victory. When Opinions are 
ſo contriv'd as to ferve the deſigns of Pride and Covetouſneſs, 
Ambition and Luſt, and other Vices they eaſily paſs for mighty- 
Truths,their Original is not enquir'd into,the Judgment is brib'd, 
and they bear the title of ancient and Primitive, or what the de-- 
ceiver pleaſeth : For theſe Paſſions have effeminated the mind, 
made it foft and ſluggiſh ,, and. any bold errour ſhall ſlip down, 
rather than be at the charge of a-further ſearch and enquiry to- 
know whether theſe things be ſo or no. The Roman Religion be-.- 
ing ſo well cut out in its different Dodtrines , to hit mens Vices. 
and Paſſions, Gaiety or Melancholy, Enthuſiaſm or Fury, Power: 
or Defign, it's no wonder, it did: prevail in a fly and filent man- 
ner, intereſt baving put out their eyes , this Kingdom: came not with- 
ohſervation, and. the approaches of the Enemy in the night of Ip-- 


and; 
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andeleventh Gentury, when all good Learning and-Manners too 
were faſt aſleep, the time when many of the new devices of Rome 
were hammering out, and the noiſe not heard, were not diſco- 
ver'd, till they had taken poſſcthon, and then by vertue of Power 
and great Names. defended their Title. And their own. Writers 
confeſs, that many of the great Guardians of Faith, the Popes of 
Rome, were very Vicious and lllicerate perſons, whoſe Vice and 
Ignorance kept them nodding, while the little Thieves, the No- 
tions, and Speculations of men of Wit and Intereſt ſet open the 
Churches doors for the greater Errours to come crowding in. 
Our Saviour confirms the truth of this when he compares his Mz 13-24,25- 
Church to a Field which had been ſown by him , and his Apo- 
files, with very good ſeed, Wheat or ſome other Grain 3 but while 
men ſlept, when Chriſtians were grown wicked and careleſs, ig- 
norant or faious, comes the Enemy ard ſcatters the Tares, and 
a new harveſt of Weeds, Heretical DoGtrines, Superſtitious Pra- 
ices, Foppiſh and Phantaſtick Rites over-ran and choakt the pu- 
rer Grain, And the Apoſile tells his Diſciples, that men of dange= Jude 4; 
rows principles abuſing the grace of God, Jpeaking evil of Dignities and 
 deſpifing Dominions, and {wk Chriſt that bought them , had crept 
in unawares, being well diſguiz'd with fine Names and pretences, 
while good men were careleſs and fleepy.And when moſt begin to 
broach new Errours, .and ſpread their inventions for mighty: 
Truths, they do it with all the $kill and artifice that ſo bad a de-- 
fign can poſſibly require. -Errour and Innovation neceſſarily cal- 
ling for the utmoſt cunning and ſlyneſs to its aid and afſiftance. 
R<ligion therefore may eaſily ſuffer a conſiderable change, yet good. 
men know not how, neither the-time nor authors of ir.. 

k being therefore only abſolutely neceſſary. for-us to know that- 
whenſoever and howſoever theſe errours in theChurch firſt ſprung; 
up, that they were contrary to the Primitive Faith of Chriſt-and 
| his Apoſiles , and therefore were to be amended. and- weeded-up- 
notwithſtanding the common queſtion, where was our harveſt of 
Wheat before the Weeders our Reformiers came?for the Church of 
England finding old Chriſtianity ſtrangely. over-grown with the 
new Do&rines and Creeds of Rome , contrary to-the Offices of 
Chriſt, the deſign of his undertaking for Mankind, and the truc 
ſpirit of his Religion, it became a duty, as much as they lov'd' 
their Souls, and would be true and loyal unto. Chriſt, to ſhake off: 
theſe new and ſinful Impolitions , and reſtore true and primitive 
Chriſtianity, Had our differences with Rome confified onely in 
things leſs fit and proper, _ uſed by, them in their religious Ofhces, 

' Or 
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Pretence'to roar againſt us, for breaking off Communion wit! 
her ; but when they plow up the very Foundation, as one of he! 
Pagan Captains did the Walls of Fer»ſalems Temple, and lay all 
waſte before then , their new additions cating out. the yer! 
Heart of ol& Religion, to thunder out Damnation againſt us, be» 
cauſe we renounce her Communion in this, is to add/unckarita» 
bleneſs and other groſs Vices to their former fin, as though they 


could not preſerve-Chriftianity, but-by defacing of it moxe, © Our 


2 Core-11e 2, 
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. Prince being-conſtitated by God a nurſing Father of the Cluiehs 


and our Biſhops in their Epiſcopal power being co-ordinate wi 


- him of Rome, or any other in the Chriſtian world' , ought under 


the penalty of Damnation, and did accordingly , reform 'the Ro- 


. miſh corraptions,which had tainted the Vitals of Chriſtianity) an 


indiſpenſable duty it was to preſerve the Primitive Faith, Ie 4 
chaſt Virgin; and not ſuffer it to be oges proftituted to5'the De- 
-figns and-Paſſions of men by a folemn Vow, and'our Souls'were 
at ſtake, we had engag'd to preſerve it pure and undefiled, and 


_ - therefore with all juſt and proper ways and. method} we are bound' 


earneſtly: to contend for it.” In duty therefore to our Lord and Ma- 


fters Command, at ſuch a time we began our Reformation, but 
wiſh thatit had been promoted and compleated many years be- 
Fore, though the {ame Queſtion would have been as fitly asked- 
.then, or any other time, except they think that errouts'rhuſt bs. 
immortal, and the gates of Heaven ſhall not prevailapainſt them. 
The goodneſs and wiſdom of our Reformation, would be readily 
acknowledge and imitated, did not Fame and Ambition, Power 
and Secular Intereſt, infeR the Eye, and change the natural ſhape 
.and colour of things 3 and *tis a ſigh the cauſe of Rome wants 
firength, when ſuch a trifling , only popular, Obje&ion againſt 


our Reformation is madei{d powerful to preſerve their Diſciples 


in their Communion, and amuſe our own. And we need ſay no. 
more againſt it but this, 'and *tis no Roman uncharitableneſs and, 
rigor. 'That if Rome, notwithſtanding all the dear evidenceagainſt 
her newand upſtart Opinions, ſhall obſtinately defend. them, and - 
.contemn a wiſe and pious Reformation, let her ſuffer the juſt pu- 
niſhment of her wilful errours. He that will prefer an old Diſeaſe 
before a new Cure, let him be for ever fick, For we have healed 
Babylon, and ſhe was not healed, & 


FINIS. 
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